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peace after a full meal ; and that civil broils arise among
them when it happens for one great bone to be seized
on by some leading dog, who either divides it among the
few, and then it falls to an oligarchy^ or keeps it to himself, ,

I and then it runs up to a tyranny. The same reasoning also
holds place among them in those dissensions we behold in
regard to any of their females. For the right of possession
lying in common, (it being impossible to establish a
property in so delicate a case,) jealousies and suspicions do

10 so abound, that the whole ^ffiBaGG^ealth^of that street is
reduced to a manifest state of war, of every citizen agajnst
till some one, of more courage, conduct, or

fortune than the rest, seizes and enjoys the prize; upon
which naturally arises plenty of heart-burning, and envy,
15 and snarling against the happy dog. Again, if we look
upon any of these republics engaged in a foreign war, either
of invasion or defence, we shall find the same reasoning
will serve as to the grounds and occasions of each; and
that poverty or want, in some degree or other, (whether
20 real or in opinion, which makes no alteration in the case,)
hath a great share, as well as pride, on the part of the
aggressor.
Now, whoever will please to take this scheme, and either
reduce or adapt it to an intellectual state, or commonwealth
25 of learning, will soon discover the first ground of dis-
agreement between the two great parties at this time in
arms, and may form just conclusions upon the merits of
either cause. But the issue or events of this war are not so
easy to conjecture at ; for the present quarrel is so inflamed
30 by the warm heads of either faction, and the pretensions
somewhere or other so exorbitant, as not to admit the least
overtures of accommodation. This quarrel first began, as I
have heard it affirmed by an old dweller in the neighbour-
hood, about a small spot of groundrlying and being upon